CLAIM AMENDMENTS : 

1. (currently amended) A method for processing a liquid-holdable 
material substance comprising: 

impregnating a liquid-holdable material substance that can be impregnated 
with a liquid having vapohzability or a fluid in a super-critical state to an inside thereof with 
the liquid having vaporizability or the fluid in the super-critical state , and; 

charging the impregnated liquid-holdable material substance in a processing 

vessel: 

reducing a pressure inside athe processing vessel while the liquid-holdable 

material substance is charged in the processing vessel for the liquid or the fluid in th e 
sup e r crit i ca l stat e that has penetrated to the inside of the liquid-holdable material 
substance to expand by vaporization, thereby causing the liquid-holdable material 
substance to expand in a porous manne r or gr i nd i ng th e li qu i d ho l dab le mat e r i a l substanc e 
th a t has b ee n proc e ss e d into a porous stat e us i ng an e xpanding forc e; 

feeding another liquid or gas having a flavohng ingredient or seasoning 

ingredient into the processing vessel at a pressure that is greater than the reduced 
pressure and smaller than the atmospheric pressure to impregnate the porous liquid- 
holdable material substance with the other liquid or the other gas: 

discharging the porous liquid-holdable material substance from the 

processing vessel: and 

grinding the discharged porous liquid-holdable material substance bv a 

grinder . 

2. (currently amended) A method for processing a liquid-holdable 
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material substance comprising: 

cinarging a liquid-holdable material substance that can be impregnated with a 
liquid having vaporizability or a fluid in a super-critical state to an inside thereof in a 
processing vessel; 

i mpr e gnat i ng feeding the liquid or the fluid into the processing vessel under a 
predetermined pressure and temperature to impregnate the liquid-holdable material 
substance with the liquid hav i ng vaporizab ili ty or the fluid i n th e sup e r cr i t i ca l stat e to the 
inside thereof;-afl^ 

reducing athe pressure inside the vessel for the liquid or the fluid i n th e 
sup e r - cr i t i ca l stat e having penetrated to the inside of the liquid-holdable material 
substance to expand by vaporization, thereby causing the liquid-holdable material 
substance to expand in a porous manner or gr i nd i ng th e li qu i d - ho l dab le mat e r i a l substanc e 
that has b e en proc e ss e d i nto a porous stat e us i ng an e xpand i ng forc e :and 

feeding another liquid or gas having a flavoring ingredient or seasoning 

ingredient into the processing vessel under a pressure greater than the reduced pressure 
to impregnate the porous liquid-holdable material substance with the other liquid or the 
other gas: 

discharging the porous liquid-holdable material substance from the 

processing vessel: and 

grinding the discharged porous liquid-holdable material substance by a 

grinder . 

3. (currently amended) The method for processing a liquid-holdable 
material substance according to Claim 2, wherein: 
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the liquid-holdable material substance is heated when the p e netrat i on st e p i s 
p e rform e d liquid or the fluid is fed into the processing vessel . 

4. (currently amended) The method for processing a liquid-holdable 
material substance according to Claim 3, wherein: 

the liquid-holdable material substance Is vibrated when the d e pr e ssur i zat i on 
st e p i s p e rform e d pressure in the processing vessel is reduced . 

Claim 5 (canceled). 

6. (currently amended) The method for processing a liquid-holdable 
material substance according to Claim §1, wherein: 

the impregnating of the liquid-holdable material substance and the reducing 
o f the pressure in the processing vessel are performed repetitively several times. 

Claim 7 (canceled). 

8. (currently amended) The method for processing a liquid-holdable 
material substance according to Claim 7, wh e r ei n i . further comprising : 

heating the liquid-holdable material substance i s heated at the time of 
impregnating the liquid-holdable material substance with a post - proc e ss i ng f l u i d, and th e 
post proc e ss i ng flu i d i s so li d i f ie d l at e r bv the other liguid or the other gas: 

cooling the liquid-holdable material substance aft e r th e i mpr e gnat i ng of th e 

li qu i d - ho l dabl e mat e r i a l substanc e w i th a post - proc e ss i ng flu i d e nds, impregnated with the 
other liguid or the other gas in the processing vessel: and 

reducing athe pressure inside the vessel i s p e rform e d after the cooling of the 

liquid-holdable material substance. 

9. (previously presented) The method for processing a liquid-holdable 



4 



material substance according to Claim 1 , wherein: 

the liquid-holdable material substance is coffee beans. 
Claims 10 and 11 (canceled). 

12. (currently amended) The method for processing a liquid-holdable 
material substance according to Claim 1, wherein: 

the liquid-holdable material substance is vibrated when the depressur i zat i on 
st e p i s performed pressure in the processing vessel is reduced . 

13. (currently amended) The method for processing a liquid-holdable 
material substance according to Claim 2, wherein: 

the liquid-holdable material substance is vibrated when the d e pressurizat i on 
st e p i s p e rform e d pressure in the processing vessel is reduced . 
Claims 14 and 15 (canceled). 

16. (previously presented) The method for processing a liquid-holdable 
material substance according to Claim 2, wherein: 

the liquid-holdable material substance is coffee beans. 
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